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in the Columbus Dispatch:  
“Attorney driven by be-
lief that even worst offend-
ers deserve fair trials”.  Al-
though the article presented 
the attorney in a positive 
light, the overall reaction the 
attorney received from the 
public was not so positive.  
While working on a death 
penalty case, the lawyer re-
ceived many angry emails, 
phone calls and letters.  She 
estimated only 20 percent of 
what she received was sup-
portive.  In one letter to the 
Dispatch titled “Defense at-
torney helped bad guy live”, 
the writer concluded by say-
ing, “[The defense attorney] 
is a disgrace to all Ohio tax-
payers and Ohio female resi-
dents”.  Many people still 
don’t understand why we do 
what we do. 

Saint Peter said, “Always be 
prepared to give an answer 
to everyone who asks you to 
give the reason for the hope 
that you have.”  Putting the 
religious context aside, Peter 
gave good advice, which we 
should heed.  We know we 
are going to be asked why 
we do what we do.  Don’t get 

caught unprepared like Ur-
ban Meyer at Big Ten Media 
Day.  Always be prepared to 
give an answer to everyone 
who asks you, “why do you 
do what you do?”.

We do what we do for many 
reasons.  The most impor-
tant of those reasons are 
supporting the Constitution, 
protecting individual rights, 
and preserving our democra-
cy.  Vincent Van Gogh said, 
“Your profession is not what 
brings home your weekly 
paycheck.  Your profession 
is what you’re put here on 
earth to do, with such pas-
sion and such intensity that 
it becomes a calling.”  Our 
profession is a calling, and 
the work we do is important.

While what we do is impor-
tant, it’s not always easy.  
That’s why we need an or-
ganization like the OACDL.  
It is filled with like-minded 
lawyers helping each oth-
er on the listserv, teaching 
each other in CLE seminars, 
and supporting each other 
through the Strike Force 
Committee, the Amicus 
Committee and the Ethics 

Committee.

One way the OACDL assists 
its members, and others, is 
this magazine.  The Vindi-
cator is delivered to nearly 
2,000 recipients throughout 
Ohio.  In this issue, there are 
articles about challenges to 
statutes defining mens rea, 
jury selection for Muslim-
looking clients, and the re-
cent decision in Carpenter v. 
U.S.  We also hear about an 
insider’s experience in the 
grand jury process, learn de-
tails about Medicaid Fraud, 
and ‘get our science on’ with 
articles about forensic sci-
ence and new breath-testing 
machines.

Incoming president Michael 
Streng has a robust vision 
for improving the OACDL.  
He stands on the shoulders 
of recent presidents Ken 
Bailey and Jon Saia, and 
more details about his vi-
sion for the OACDL are in 
his Letter From The Presi-
dent.  I’m honored to assist 
Mike Streng in his presiden-
cy, serve the members of the 
OACDL, and do what we do 
as criminal defense lawyers.
































































