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FOR IMMEDIATE RELEASE: 
April 3, 2020 

MEDIA CONTACTS: 
Dan Tierney: 614-644-0957 

Breann Almos: 614-799-6480 

COVID-19 Update: Testing Supplies; PPE Sanitizing; 
Inmate Release Recommendation;  

Remote Learning Guide  

(COLUMBUS, Ohio)— Ohio Governor Mike DeWine, Lt. Governor Jon Husted, and Dr. 
Amy Acton, MD, MPH, today provided an update on the status of Ohio's response to 
COVID-19.  

TESTING SUPPLIES: 

Governor DeWine announced today that The Ohio State University Wexner Medical Center is 
now partnering with the Ohio Department of Health to help increase the availability of testing 
supplies needed for testing citizens for COVID-19.  

"Because of supply chain problems, we can’t always get the swabs and tubes and transport 
liquid, and there is also a shortage in the chemicals or reagents necessary to run the tests," said 
Governor DeWine. "Through this new partnership, we are working to get these resources and 
provide them to those conducting the testing."  

N95 MASK SANITIZING:  

Lt. Governor Jon Husted announced today that Battelle and JobsOhio have partnered to 
provide free N95 mask sanitizing for hospitals for the next two weeks. 

Last week, after urging from Governor DeWine and Lt. Governor Husted, the U.S. Food and 
Drug Administration approved the use of new Battelle technology to sanitize these masks for 
reuse.  

Ohio still faces a critical shortage of PPE. Anyone with items to donate should email 
together@governor.ohio.gov. Manufacturers that may be able to temporarily repurpose to 
create PPE are asked to visit repurposingproject.com. 

EARLY PRISON RELEASE:  

Governor DeWine announced today that he will recommend the early release of 38 prison 
inmates. 

https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDAsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDMuMTk3MzQ2MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL2dvdmVybm9yLm9oaW8uZ292L3dwcy9wb3J0YWwvZ292L2dvdmVybm9yLyJ9.LqgkdHIXmFLmiesrRo27xMiQw8UTzhIPF6j-OJIg5T0%2Fbr%2F77027584868-l&data=02%7C01%7Cerica.hawkins%40dot.ohio.gov%7Cfdf49ee5e7d743e26b2a08d7d80c334f%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637215419223005874&sdata=6NzHvfAHz4hWC1bEv2%2FfACjaZP%2FEZPIVklsGvTp5lNM%3D&reserved=0
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https://gcc01.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Flnks.gd%2Fl%2FeyJhbGciOiJIUzI1NiJ9.eyJidWxsZXRpbl9saW5rX2lkIjoxMDEsInVyaSI6ImJwMjpjbGljayIsImJ1bGxldGluX2lkIjoiMjAyMDA0MDMuMTk3MzQ2MTEiLCJ1cmwiOiJodHRwczovL3JlcHVycG9zaW5ncHJvamVjdC5jb20vIn0.go6_nbhERXHiAnIwYMgsmZE_D0iwHlp3WpCTCj0Fdik%2Fbr%2F77027584868-l&data=02%7C01%7Cerica.hawkins%40dot.ohio.gov%7Cfdf49ee5e7d743e26b2a08d7d80c334f%7C50f8fcc494d84f0784eb36ed57c7c8a2%7C0%7C0%7C637215419223005874&sdata=wE0GLWdyOpJ0XzwwwrEgpIc739kDOBE4yyw00T6kRk8%3D&reserved=0
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The inmates fall into two categories:  

• Pregnant inmates and those who are recently postpartum. 
• Inmates who are vulnerable to COVID-19 at 60 years old or older and have 120 days 

or less remaining on their sentence.  

Governor DeWine will send a letter to the judges who presided over these cases and encourage 
them to grant early release. These cases do not involve any individuals convicted of serious 
violent crimes such as, but not limited to, murder, sexual assault, and domestic violence.  

The Ohio Department of Rehabilitation and Correction (ODRC) will work with the courts to 
hold these hearings remotely. If a victim was involved in the case, they will be notified and 
given the opportunity to provide a statement.  

NEW EDUCATIONAL RESOURCE:  

The Ohio Department of Education (ODE) today released a special guide to help schools, 
educators, students, parents, and caregivers as they navigate remote learning.  

The new Remote Learning Resource Guide will support the ability of each child to carry on 
learning during this time of social distancing. 

ODE consulted with educators across Ohio as they compiled the remote learning guide and 
incorporated their best advice for finding remote-learning information and how to use it. 

The guide includes online learning resources, as well as several less technical resources. 

The guide is available on the Ohio Department of Education's website and on 
coronavirus.ohio.gov. 

CURRENT OHIO DATA: 

There are 3,312 confirmed cases of COVID-19 in Ohio and 91 deaths. A total of 895 people 
have been hospitalized, including 288 admissions to intensive care units. In-depth data can be 
accessed by visiting coronavirus.ohio.gov.  

Video of today's full update, including versions with foreign language closed captioning, can be 
viewed on the Ohio Channel's YouTube page.  

For more information on Ohio's response to COVID-19, visit coronavirus.ohio.gov or call 1-
833-4-ASK-ODH. 
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